
WHEN YOU GO ON VACATION 

One of the t imes your home is most vu lnerab le is when it is left emp ty for an extended 
period of t ime . Darkened windows, mai l or newspapers col lect ing and closed w indows 
in hotter wea the r all advert i se your absence to a potent ia l burglar. 

The best protect ion for your apar tment dur ing your absence is to have a house sitter. A 
fr iend you t rus t s tay ing at your house can take care of your pets and/or p lants in 
addi t ion to mak ing sure the house is inhab i ted . 

Have a ne ighbor check on your apa r tment whi le you're away — tu rn ing on l ights, radios 
or TVs and open ing and closing curta ins will g ive your apa r tment the appearance of 
someone home . 

If you don't have a fr iend or ne ighbor to houses i t or check your apa r tmen t whi le you're 
away — perhaps even if you do — you shou ld keep not only l ights but a TV or radio on 
a t imer . If you ' re l ike me and have your TV on a lmost all the t ime you're home [NOTE: 
I don't watch it, it's j u s t background no ise.] , the absence of the sound and that g lowing 
l ight in the w indows announces that you're not there. 

Make sure whoeve r is check ing your apa r tmen t whi le you ' re away knows how to work 
your a la rm sy s t em and who to call in case of a prob lem. 

Unless you have a house sitter, stop your ma i l and any newspaper or other de l ivery. 
Noth ing announces an empty apar tment bet ter than a stack of newspapers or an 
over f lowing ma i lbox . Ask a nearby ne ighbor to pick up any packages de l ivered whi le 
you ' re gone. 

If you have a garden o r plants on your ba lcony, make sure s omeone is water ing the 
plants regu lar ly or put the plants where they can't be seen . P lants s lowly dy ing due to 
lack of wa te r m a y announce your absence . 

Check you r lease. Many landlords require tha t you notify t hem if y ou r apa r tmen t is 
go ing to be left empty for any per iod of t ime (this is so they can en te r in case of 
emergency even if they can't reach you) . If you 've got a house s i t te r this isn't 
necessary . 


